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Week 2 

September 26, 2011 

At a glance 

Calendar Events 
• Thursday, Sept 29th 
     Picture re-take day  
       

• Friday, Sept 30th 
     No School 
 

• Monday Oct 3rd 
     PTA Board Meeting 
 12:00 pm 
 

• Friday Oct 7th 
     Swimming  1:00 pm 

At the request of some parents and staff, I have decided to address an aspect of education 

that some might not be as familiar with as others.  In your commitment time and work at 

school, it might become apparent to parents that some students operate on a different edu-

cational plan than others.  In some cases, this is simply called differentiation of instruction, 

adapting instruction to the unique needs of a student or group of students, to either meet 

their educational needs in the best way, or to adapt instruction to the specific instructional 

level of a student or group.  To some extent, teachers do this every year, as every group of 

students they teach each year are different from the ones they had last year, and the ones 

they will have next.  Within each group, there are differentiation practices that a teacher will 

use, to tailor instruction to a small group of students in the class.  But beyond this individuali-

zation of instruction for smaller groups in a classroom, there may sometimes be a unique 

plan, built solely on the needs of a particular student, that federal law requires the teacher to 

follow when instructing a student.  These students qualify for a program called Special Educa-

tion Services, and have been identified through a series of standardized tests given to the 

student.  ACE currently has six students, who qualify for these services, and the services are 

coordinated in the mornings with an instructor, Mrs. Rebecca Assam.  There are different lev-

els of Special Education Services that a student may qualify for, based on the outcomes of 

these tests.  The qualifying student will either be identified with a specific learning disability, 

such as in the area of reading, math, writing, or other areas of instruction in school, or may be 

identified as having a significant impairment to learning (such as blind, deaf, etc) or may be 

identified as cognitively disabled.  Another category may be other health impairment, which 

could be a physical condition that doesn’t allow the student to learn at the same rate as his or 

her peers.  Autism is another area that is served by Special Education Services, although it is 

identified in a little different manner. 

The students served by Special Education Services are identified by a one-on-one assessment 

done by several evaluators from the school district and have met state criteria for these cate-

gories.  This allows the student to be place on an Individualized Education Plan (IEP), and the 

district may spend federal dollars to meet the needs of the student and the expectations of 

the plan.  The plan states specific learning goals for the student that may differ from the goals 

of other students in that particular grade.  This plan also sets forth the accommodations that 

are required to be made in the instruction of this student.  Some examples of these accom-

modations may be having more time to complete an assignment, having tests and assign-

ments read aloud to the student, working in smaller settings that a regular classroom, such as 

individualized instruction and working in a small group, and others.  Another expectation of 

the law that governs our efforts with students that are identified in this way is that we in-

struct them in the least restrictive environment, meaning, as much as possible, the student 

stays in the classroom with his or her age-appropriate set of peers.  There is some instruction 

and various activities directed by Mrs. Assam that occur out of the classroom, but most of the 

time, this instruction and accommodation is expected to happen in the regular classroom. 

As a parent, if you are doing classroom commitment time, and you are not sure of the exact 

instructions that a teacher has given for a specific student, all you need to do is ask for clarifi-

cation of your instructions in the classroom.  The teacher may not be able to discuss the spe-

cific reasons and information about a single student, but can surely re-state the expectations 

and activities that a parent is expected to follow during classroom commitment instructional 

time. 

School pictures are in, 

look great, and have 

been distributed to  

students to bring 

home.  Look for them, 

they look super! 

Picture Retake Day has 

been rescheduled---

Picture Retakes will be 

Thursday, September 

29, shortly after 10:00  

**If you would like your 

pictures retaken, they must 

be sent back to school by 

Thursday morning.  Be sure 

your classroom teacher is 

aware that your student is 

retaking pictures.  If you are 

sending pictures back to 

retake, be sure to state the 

reason for needing them 

retaken.  If the student was 

gone on September 13, they 

will also be taken at this 

time. 










